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The need for a holistic, future-forward approach bas never been more pressing

“Green Paths To Peace:
Let Life Flourish”

3 Design as a Path to Harmony
6 Peace begins in the spaces we create. In the quiet of a shaded

courtyard, the openness of a park, or the light streaming into a
home — design shapes how we live together and how we relate
to one another.

When a community is fractured, its environment often mirrors the
wounds: degraded land, unsafe streets, neglected housing. Yet when we
build with care, dignity, and fairness, those same environments can
become places of healing, dialogue, and flourishing.

The Link Between Peace and Sustainability

Where resources are scarce and unjustly distributed, tension grows.
Where communities lack clean air, safe shelter, or access to energy,
conflict thrives.
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Editor’s Note
Dear Green Thinkers,

Welcome to this special edition of your
Javorite GTR. September 21st is
World Peace Day, a reminder that
peace is not only the absence of conflict
— it is the presence of justice,
barmony, and buman flourishing.

On this World Peace Day, we reflect
on the inseparable bond between peace
and sustainability.

When the environment is degraded,
competition over scarce resources
breeds conflict. But when we design
buildings, cities, and communities that
are inclusive, green, and resilient, we
create the conditions for lasting peace.

This special edition explores the link
between peace and sustainable
building - showing how green paths
can become peace paths.

Build it Humane, Green, & Smart .
Stay Symbiatic!

Let Life Flourish | Floureat Vita

— The Editorial Team

Get Free Subscriptions: GTR: bttps://
Inkd.in/dGjuKiz4 Green Thinkers
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But where people share green spaces, renewable
power, and dignified housing, trust and stability take
root. This is why green building is also peace-
building. Every sustainable project is more than an
architectural statement — it is a commitment to

harmony, justice, and shared well-being.

Africa’s Urgent Opportunity

n Africa, and particular igeria, rapid urban gro

In Af; d particularly Nig pid urban growth
presents both risk and opportunity. Our cities need not
become arenas of competition and exclusion. They can

instead be designed as gardens of peace:
*  Eco-communities that foster inclusion.
*  Resilient housing that protects dignity:.

*  Smart systems that connect rather than

divide.

Symbiature’s HuGS Framework

Symbiature reminds us that design is never neutral.
Its HuGS principles show how peace can be built
into the very fabric of our spaces:

*  Humane 7 — Uplifting human dignity.

* Green #{ - Safeguarding our shared

environment.

* Smart — Empowering communities

through innovation.

Together, these create environments where peace is
not just a dream but a lived reality.

A Call to Flourish

On this World Peace Day, let us walk these green
paths to peace. Let us design cities that calm rather
than divide, homes that nurture rather than exclude,
and communities that flourish in harmony with
nature and with one another.

Because in the end, to build sustainably is to say,
with every brick and every leaf: Let life flourish.

Designing
Peaceful
Cities &
Communities

Cities as Mirrors of Society

Feature

Cities are more than clusters of buildings — they are
reflections of our collective values. They can be
places of division, where inequality and neglect
deepen conflict. Or they can be places of connection,
where design nurtures dialogue, inclusivity, and

peace.

Urban Planning as Conflict Prevention

Sustainable urban design has a quiet but powerful
role in peace-building. Walkable neighborhoods
reduce isolation. Inclusive parks invite people across
divides to gather. Affordable housing prevents slums
and the tensions that follow. Access to renewable
energy reduces dependence on contested resources.

When cities are designed with fairness and care, they
become platforms for reconciliation rather than

arenas of competition.

The Role of Green Spaces

Green spaces are often underestimated in their
power to promote peace. A park, a garden, or a tree-
lined street offers more than shade — it offers
common ground. These spaces encourage
community, calm, and a sense of belonging.

Post-conflict communities that invest in green
infrastructure often discover that it not only restores
the environment but also helps heal social wounds.
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Africa’s Opportunity for Peaceful
Design

Across Africa, rapid urbanization brings immense
pressure on housing, infrastructure, and resources.

But it also presents an opportunity: to design cities
that unite rather than divide.

* Eco-communities can promote shared

stewardship of resources.

*  Climate-smart housing can shelter dignity in
the face of change.

*  Community-driven projects can give people
ownership in shaping their futures.

For Nigeria, embedding peace into design is not
optional — it is essential for stability and flourishing.

Symbiature: A Framework for
Peaceful Communities

The HuGS framework of Symbiature offers a guide:

*  Humane 7 — Prioritizing human dignity and

inclusion in design.

*  Green #{ - Protecting resources so all can

share in their benefits.

*  Smart — Harnessing technology to

connect, empower, and reduce inequality.

Together, these principles help create cities where
peace is not fragile but resilient.

Conclusion: Designing with Peace in
Mind

When architects, planners, and builders choose
sustainability, they are also choosing peace. Every
inclusive housing project, every shared green space,
every renewable energy solution becomes a seed of

harmony:.

To design for peace is to design for justice, dignity,
and flourishing life.

Building for
Peace

Peaceful communities are not built by chance
— they are built by design. Innovative
approaches in sustainable architecture and
urban planning show how green practices can

' Innovations & Best Practices:

also become peace practices.

1. Biophilic Design for Calm and
Connection

By weaving nature into buildings and public spaces,
biophilic design reduces stress, nurtures mental
well-being, and fosters harmony. Courtyards filled
with plants, natural light in schools, and tree-lined
streets all create environments where people feel
safe and connected.

Building for Peace

Innovation & Best Practices

Community
Peace Parks

Renewable
Energy

When innovation is rooted in sustain-
ability and justice, it becomes a
foundation for peace.

2. Community Peace Parks

Green parks in conflict-prone regions do more than
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beautify — they bring people together. Shared
recreational spaces encourage dialogue, build trust,
and provide common ground for divided groups.

3. Circular Economy in Construction

Waste and resource scarcity often fuel disputes.
Circular practices — recycling building materials,
reusing resources, and designing for longevity —
minimize competition over limited supplies and
promote fairness.

4. Renewable Energy for Equity

Energy poverty is a driver of inequality. Integrating
solar, wind, and other renewable solutions ensures

Top 5 Action Points:

To Promote Peace in Green
Building Green

Peaceful design isn’t abstract — it’s practical.
Here are five actions we can all champion in the
built environment:

1. Design Inclusive Spaces

e Prioritize access for all — children,
women, the elderly, and persons with
disabilities.

° Create environments where eéveryone

feels safe and valued.

2. Preserve Shared Resources
+  Use water, land, and energy responsibly:.

. Sustainable resource management

prevents competition and conflict.

access to power across communities. Shared micro-
grids reduce dependence on contested resources
and empower local resilience.

5. Inclusive Housing Models

Housing is dignity. Innovative housing solutions
that are affordable, climate-smart, and community-
driven prevent marginalization and create stable
environments where peace can thrive.

Insight:

Each of these practices shows that when innovation
is rooted in sustainability and justice, it becomes a
foundation for peace.

3. Strengthen Resilience

. Build infrastructure that withstands floods,
heat, and shocks.

. Resilient communities are less vulnerable to
crises that spark unrest.

4. Empower with Green Tech

* Adopt smart, renewable solutions that
connect rather than divide.

*+  Community solar, micro-grids, and digital
tools spread opportunity fairly.

5. Embed Fustice in Design

*  Make fairness, dignity, and well-being the
foundation of every project.

*  Ajust design process leads to just and peaceful

communities.
Quick Reflection:
Every project — from a park bench to a housing
estate — can be a peace project when built on

inclusivity, stewardship, resilience, innovation, and

justice.
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Case Study
Snippet

Overview:

= Across history, architecture has been more

than walls and roofs — it has been a vessel
for healing, remembrance, and reconciliation. Spaces
designed with peace in mind become symbols of
hope, where communities can gather, reflect, and
begin again.

The Kigali Genocide Memorial, Rwanda

After the 1994
genocide, Rwanda
faced the immense
task of rebuilding
not just its cities,
but the very fabric
of its society. The
Kigali Genocide
Memorial was

designed as both a
resting place for

Credit: Google

over 250,000

victims and a centre for education, reflection, and
peace-building. Its tranquil gardens, quiet pathways,
and integration of nature create a setting that
encourages remembrance while nurturing

reconciliation.

This is architecture as therapy — offering a space for
collective mourning, but also for cultivating unity and
resilience.

| Architecture for Healing and Reconciliation

Lessons for Nigeria and Africa

Nigeria and many African nations, though diverse
and rich in culture, face tensions that sometimes
flare into conflict. Imagine community spaces
deliberately designed for healing:

*  Peace Parks in conflict-prone regions where
people can gather in shared green space.

*  Interfaith Centres that blend humane design
with sustainability to foster dialogue.

*  Eco-Communities that unite people around
shared resources like water, solar power, and
green agriculture.

Such projects would not only provide practical
benefits but also send a symbolic message: peace is
rooted in justice, inclusivity, and sustainability.

Symbiature’s Lens

Through Symbiature, such spaces can be guided by
the HuGS framework:

*  Humane — Designs that promote dignity,
dialogue, and shared belonging.

° Green — Environments that restore nature and

promote ecological balance.

. Smart — Innovative tools that ensure access,
transparency, and safety.

Together, they create spaces where wounds can
heal, and communities can rediscover common
ground.

Key Insight:

When we design for peace, we are not only shaping
structures — we are shaping the future.
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HuGS: A
Framework for
Peace

Recommended Reading
Peace Is Every Step — Thich Nbhat Hanh

Designing Peace: Building a Better Future Now — The
Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum

GTR Archive Picks

Resilient Building Design (Sept 2024 theme)

Peace is more than the absence of war — it is the
presence of harmony, justice, and shared
flourishing.

The HuGS framework of Symbiature offers a
pathway to design for peace: Biophilic Design: Connecting Buildings with Nature (Oct

2024 theme)
*  Humane - Uplifting dignity and inclusion

in every space.

* Green — Protecting and sharing the

resources that sustain life.

* Smart — Harnessing innovation to
connect, empower, and reduce inequality.

When these three converge, they create not just
buildings, but environments where peace can
flourish.

Insight:

Building sustainably is also building peace.

Learn, Reflect, Act for Peace
& Sustainability

* UN International Day of Peace
un.org/en/observances/international-

day-peace

] Resource Box:

* SDG 16: Peace, Justice & Strong
Institutions
sdgs.un.org/goals/goall6

*  African Union — Silencing the Guns by
2030
au.int/en/flagships/silencing-guns-2030

Global Voices on
Peace & Sustainability

“There can be no sustainable development
without peace and no peace without
sustainable development.”

—United Nations Declaration

Environmental justice is social justice.
When resources are preserved and
shared fairly, peace follows.

—Green Thinkers Insights

Peace is built not only in treaties, but in
the daily choices we make to protect our
land, our water, and our children’s future,
—African Proverb (adapted)

The Humane, Green, and Smart path is
also the path to peace: dignifying lives,
protecting creation, and empowering
communities.

-Symbiature Reflection

True peace is not merely the absence
of tension; it is the presence of justice.
—Martin Luther King Jr.

FREE SUBSCRIPTION to the Green Thinking Review, is
bere: bttps://Inkd.in/dGjuKiz24. and the Green Thinking

Forum is here: https://Inkd.in/d4Bt7uPc
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Flourishing

in Peace

On World Peace Day, the noise of our
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daily struggles can soften, if only for a

moment. In that pause, we glimpse the
truth: peace is not an abstract ideal. It is
woven into the way we build, live, and share our

common home.

The Quiet Architecture of Peace

Peace is built in walls that shelter dignity, in
gardens that welcome strangers, in streets where
children can play without fear. Each thoughtful
design is a quiet act of resistance against
division, and a bold act of faith in harmony:

Green Paths, Gentle Steps

The path to peace is green — shaded by trees,
nourished by flowing water, brightened by
sunlight. These are not luxuries but necessities,
for they remind us that we belong to one earth
and one another.

Let Life Flourish

As we return to our work and our projects, may
we remember this: every sustainable choice is a
peace choice. Every humane gesture in design is
a step toward justice. Every innovation that
includes, rather than excludes, is a promise of a
brighter tomorrow.
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GreenThinkingReview - GTR.
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info.greenthinking@sheltagroup.com

To build is to hope. To design with care is to sow
peace. And when peace takes root, life flourishes.

A Final Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called children of God.” — Matthew 5:9

“Green Paths to Peace: Let Life Flourish.”

Green Quiz

Question 1:

Which UN declaration affirms:
“There can be no so sustainable
development without peace and
no peace without sustaina-
ble development"?

A 2000 Millennium Declaration

B 2015 UN Sustainable
Development Goals

C 1992 Rio Earth Summit
D 2021 Paris Climate Accord

Question 2:

Which of the following best
describes the role of biophilic
design in peace-building?

A Reduces building costs

B Creates connections to nature
that lower stress and foster harmony

Answers revealed in the next edition!

@SheltaGroup o

ARTECTURE | ENtuNcEmND | CoNsTEucTIN

At SheltaGroup, we create Humane, Green & Smart
(HuGS) buildings that inspire. Let’s build together.
Call/WhatsApp: 08033077752. www.sheltagroup.com
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